












INTRODUCTION

Norton Sound

The Norton Sound Section of the Northem Bering Sea District consists of all waters in
Registration Area Q that are north of the latitude of Cape Romanzof, east of 168 west
longitude, and south of the latitude of Cape Prince of Wales (Figures 1 and 2). A large
vessel summer commercial red king crab (Paralithodes camtschatica) fishery has existed
in the Norton Sound Section from 1977 through 1992 (Appendix Table 2). No summer
commercial fishery occurred in 1991 due to a lack of staff necessary to manage the
fishery. The budget had been cut the previous winter. In 1992, the large vessel summer
commercial fishery resumed. Regulation changes adopted during the March 1993 Board
of Fisheries meeting changed the character of the fishing fleet to that of a small boat fleet.
A superexclusive designation went into effect for the Norton Sound commercial crab
fishery June 27, 1994. A vessel registered for the Norton Sound crab fishery may not be
used to take king crab in any other registration area during that registration year.

The National Marine Fisheries Service conducted their most recent trawl survey to
examine the abundance of Norton Sound red king crab in late August 1991 (Appendix
Table 5). The results of that survey as compared to the 6 previous trawl surveys show a
gradual trend of increasing abundance since the low recorded in 1982. The 1991 survey
found 3.4 million pounds oflegal king crab in the commercial fishing district. NMFS has
not made a survey of Norton Sound since 1991. The quota for the Norton Sound Section
for the 1996 season had been set at 340,000 pounds, to approximate an exploitation rate
of 10%.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game conducted a trawl survey to examine the
abundance of Norton Sound red king crab from August 7 through August 18, 1996. A
population estimate was generated which indicated the legal biomass had declined to 40
percent of the biomass estimated in 1991. The results from the 1996 trawl survey prompted
the fishery managers to reduce the harvest rate in the 1997 commercial fishery to five
percent of the legal biomass and set the guideline harvest at 80,000 pounds. This is a
significant reduction from the previous exploitation rate and guideline harvest.

St. Lawrence Island

The St. Lawrence Island Section lies immediately west and north of the Norton Sound
Section. Because the Bering Sea crab fleet bases in Dutch Harbor, the St. Lawrence Island
Section has been managed by ADF&G's Westward Region's Dutch Harbor office, until
recently, since they have been the primary commercial management group responsible for
that area. The only reported commercial catches to date in the St. Lawrence Island Section
were made in 1983 when 52,557 pounds of blue king crab were delivered from 13 landings,
in 1989, when 3,603 pounds of red king crab and 984 pounds of blue king crab were
















































